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Ottawa [CA1], CA
Canada s Food And Drug Regulations prohibit the addition of sulphitesto fresh fruits and vegetables.
In early August 2000, the Canadian Food Ingpection Agency (CFA) announced it has developed two
Enforcement Policies for sulphurous acid and its sdts added to fresh fruits and vegetables. The action
is precipitated by recent violations of sulphite residues on lychees and longans imported into Canada.
No Food and Drug Regulation violations have been reported among imports of these fruits from the
United States (grown mogtly in Horida & Hawaii).

With the exception of fresh grapes, the Enforcement Policies are gpplicable to dl fresh fruits and
vegetables, fresh mushrooms and fresh minimally processed ready-to-eet fruits and vegetables that are
consumed raw or that are destined to be further processed. The term “ sulphurous acid and its salts’
includes, with some exceptions, dl sulfites. However, sulphurous acid and its sdlts do not include
sulphate and pure sulphur.

L egidative Authority

Section B.11.001.1 of the Food and Drug Regulations states:

“No person shdl sdl any fresh fruit or vegetable that isintended to be consumed raw, except
grapes, if sulphurous acid or any salt thereof has been added thereto.”

Enforcement Palicy for Fresh Fruits & Vegetables that are Intended to be Consumed Raw:

When residues of sulphurous acid or any of its sdts are found on fresh fruits and vegetables, an
infraction letter will be sent to the principa parties (i.e., marketer, wholesaler, processor, exporter,
and/or Embassy of the shipping country.

When the sulphite resdue found on fresh fruits and vegetables is less than 10 parts per million (ppm),
CFIA ingpectors will consult Areaor National Technica Specidigts to determine human hedlth risks.

However, when the sulphite residue found on fresh fruits and vegetablesis 10 parts per million (ppm) or
more, arecdl action (including apublic dert) will beinitiated. Asafollow-up action, CFIA ingpectors
will take aminimum of five samples of product to ensure its compliance with the Food & Drug
Reguldions.

Sulphite resdue found on the shell of lychees and longans but not found in the flesh of the fruit is il
consdered aviolation of the Food & Drug Regulations and the enforcement policy described above
will be gpplicable.

When alot of grapes has been tested and found to contain sulphites in excess of 10 ppm, CFIA
ingpectors will consult Areaor Nationa Technica Specidigts to determine human hedth risks, even
though the Food & Drug Regulations permit the use of sulphurous acid or any of its salts on grapes.
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Enforcement Palicy for Fresh Fruits & Vegetables That Are Not Intended to be Consumed Raw:

A) Labdling Enforcement: All packages of fresh fruits and vegetables that are not intended to be
consumed raw shal be labeled in such afashion that indicates sulphite has been added to the packed
fruit or vegetable. 1t would be advisable for the manufacturer to indicate on the label of such products
that they are intended for further processing.

B) Resudue Enforcement: When fresh fruits and vegetables have been found in excess of the dlowable
tolerance for sulphurous acid or any of its sdts, CHA inspectors will consult Area or Nationa
Technicd Specidigtsto determine the potential human hedth risks and recdl actions. Asafollow-up
action, CFIA ingpectors will take aminimum of five samples of product to ensure its compliance with
the Food & Drug Regulations.

Requests for for further information and technical inquiries should be directed to:

Mr. Remo Pasteris or Mr. René Cardinal
Food of Plant Origin Divison

Canadian Food Inspection Agency

59 Camelot Drive, 3 Floor West
Nepean, Ontario, Canada

K1A 0Y9

tel: (613) 225-2342

Find Uson The Web:
Vist our headquarter's home page at http://www.fas.usda.gov for acomplete selection of FAS
worldwide agricultura reporting.

Contact: FAS/Ottawvae-mall: usagr@istar.ca
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